
Pastor’s Annual Report (2016) 
In this past year we have gathered in fellowship at the Berne Wood Fire 

Pizza event, served our community by filling meal packets and raising funds for a 

cow while exploring what it means to feed our spirit. We have mourned many dear 

ones of our community and celebrated the baptisms of new members of the body 

of Christ. It has been a year of discovery for both the congregation and myself as I 

learn more about this parish and you about me.  

 This coming year marks the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran church. It 

began with a monk who had the gall to challenge the church. He delved into 

scripture and dared to ask questions. He didn’t intend to start a new faith tradition, 

but wanted to fix the brokenness he saw in the institution that became an empire. 

As a church of a reforming tradition, I hope we never lose that spirit of 

reformation. I pray we continue to better understand scripture in our society and 

our lives. In doing so, we may continue to grow in our understanding of God’s 

grace and Jesus’ call to discipleship.  

 On the Sunday in which we celebrated the baptism of Jesus, I asked the 

congregation to listen to the scripture and share how the Spirit was speaking to 

them. We began to discuss that Jesus is, for the most part, absent from birth until 

his baptism. The act of Jesus humbling himself and being claimed by God as 

“beloved” was the beginning of his ministry. A member made the observation that 

if this is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, perhaps our baptism is the beginning of 

ours. In the waters of baptism, we have been claimed and called beloved. We have 

been empowered to embark into this world as active ambassadors of the Good 

News.  

 As we walk in the wake of our baptism, where is God calling us as a parish? 

While we have not been around for 500 years like the Lutheran church, we have 

existed for over 130 years. With any monumental anniversary or birthday, it causes 

you to celebrate, reflect and hope. Together, as a parish, I ask you to consider the 

many things we can celebrate as a congregation.  What traditions and gifts does our 

Lutheran parish offer? Take the time to reflect on your experience in the parish, or 

the change both within society and the community. Lastly, begin to dream. We are 

a reforming church. What do you hope the Lutheran church and our parish will be 

like in 10, 20 or 500 years?  

 In God becoming human in Jesus, being the beloved, the world changed. In 

a monk who was stirred by the Spirit and saw people being hurt by the church, the 

faith community was forever altered. To you, beloved, the Spirit also calls – what 

is she saying? 
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