
Hymns 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing.  Our helper he amid the flood, of mortal ills prevailing; 

For still our ancient foe, does seek to work us woe.  His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate; 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 

We’re not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who that may be?  The Lord of hosts is he; Christ Jesus, mighty Lord. God’s only son adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

  

And though this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us; 

We will not fear for God has willed, they will not overpower us; 

Let this world’s tyrant rage, in battle we’ll engage. His rage we can endure, for lo his doom is sure; 

One little word subdues him.  

 

God’s word forever shall abide, above all powers who fear it;  

For God himself fights by our side, with weapons of the Spirit; 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. Though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day, 

His kingdom is forever! 
Public Domain  Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546. Tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890    Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 

 

My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW #763 

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation; 

I catch the sweet, though far off hymn; that hails a new creation. 

       Refrain: No storm can shake my in most calm while to the Rock I’m clinging.   

                      Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul.  How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

What though my joys and comforts die:  The Lord my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 

 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am his!  How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
Public Domain  Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899  Music: Robert Lowry, alt.  

************************ 

Announcements 
- Reminder that each day at 6 PM, pause and pray knowing your brothers and sisters in faith are doing the same! 

- Keep up to date on what is going on at Aurora by checking Aurora’s Facebook page, Aurora’s Web Site and your e-

mail. 

- The fall bible study on Mark continues.   If you haven’t signed up, that is OK you can join at any time.  Send Pastor 

Dale an e-mail and he will send you the lesson for the week.  Every two weeks he will then set up a Zoom call where 

we can gather together and discuss the lessons completed.   

***********************  

Reading(s) 

Jeremiah 31:31-34    31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 

says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I 

will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  



Psalm 46  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  
    though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns.  

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.  

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come, behold the works of the LORD; see what desolations he has brought on the earth.  

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.  

‘Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’  

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Romans 3:19-28    19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For ‘no human being will be 

justified in his sight’ by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.  21 But now, 

irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this 

to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it 

was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.   

27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For 

we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.  

 

John 8:31-36 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’ 33They answered him, ‘We are descendants 

of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’  34 Jesus 

answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeed.  

*************************** 

Stewardship Snippet: 

“So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own 

selves, because you have become very dear to us.” - 1 Thessalonians 2:8 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy write these words that embody Jesus’ response to the Pharisees in this week’s gospel. How 

can we reflect the great commandment as steward’s of God’s abundance? What gifts might you bring to share?  
Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard   Reprinted by permission.   

 

***************************  
Here are the women and men of faith the church remembers this coming week.     

October 26  Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, Paul Gerhardt – Hymn writers.  These great hymn writers all 

worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to 

plague, 170 in one week. He wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." 

Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest 

Lutheran hymn writer, was a pastor in Berlin. 

October 28  Simon and Jude - Apostles  We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or 

Cananean in New Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had revealed 

himself to the disciples but not to the world. 

October 31  Reformation Day    By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival 

commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses in the church of his time. At 

the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified 

and set free. 

 


