
Aurora Worship, November 29th  First Sunday of Advent 

********************  

Gathering 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also 

with you  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Litany:   Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of war 

into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you promise that our night of sin is far 

gone and that your day of salvation is dawning.  As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, 

wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of peace.  O house of Jacob, come, 

let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 

As a candle is lit, let us sing these verse of “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” ELW #244 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The bridegroom is a rising and soon is drawing nigh. 

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; Arise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere.’ 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free! 
Public Domain  Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907  Music: Swedish folk tune 

The Lord be with you  And also with you  

Prayer of the Day 

Word 

Psalm,  Reading and Message 

Hymn:  O come, O come Emmanuel.  ELW #257  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here. Until the son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel.  Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Wisdom from one high, embracing all things far and nigh; 

In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel, Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O, come, strong Branch of Jesse free, Your own from Satan’s tyranny;  

From depths of hell your people save.  And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel.  Shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer.  Our spirits by your advent here;  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel.  Shall come to you, O Israel. 
Public Domain  Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1720; tr. John M. Neal, 1818-1866, alt.  Text: French 

processional, 15th cent.  

Response 

Confession of Faith (Sing to the tune of “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  ELW #268 

  When light split darkness at your Word; When atoms spun and planet’s whirled, 

  When you formed all humanity; All of creation came to be.    

    

   When to this earth God sent his Son; When on the cross the deed was done, 

   When at the tomb a risen one; New life was giv’n to everyone.   

   

   When Spirit’s fire burns in our hearts; When unity our God imparts, 

   When sweet forgiveness covers sins; Your kingdom on this earth begins.  

    

   Glory to God the mighty one; Glory to Christ redeeming son, 

   Glory to Spirit who makes us one; All glory to the three in one.  



Public Domain    Text: Anonymous   Music: attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539 

Sharing the Peace and “Acts of Worship” 

Prayers of the Church and Lord’s Prayer 

Sending 

Blessing and Sending Hymn:  Joy to the World  ELW #267   

Joy to the world, the Lord has come. Let earth receive her king.  Let every heart, prepare him room.   

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns. Let all their songs employ. While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains;   

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

 

No more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns invest the ground He comes to make his blessings flow; 

Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove.  The glories of his righteousness 

And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Public Domain  Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748   Muisic: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Go in peace and serve the Lord, someplace else!  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

********************** 

Announcements 

- Reminder that each day at 6 PM, pause and pray knowing your brothers and sisters in faith are doing the same! 

- Keep up to date on what is going on at Aurora by checking Aurora’s Facebook page, Aurora’s Web Site and your 

e-mail.  

- Worship  Due to weather and covid,drive in worship has been put on hold.   DO NOT FORGET THAT  Worship 

time changes next week.  Worship will be at 10 AM instead of 9 AM.   

 
********************** 

Stewardship Snippet: “And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”– Mark 13:37 

Advent calls us to pay attention and to look for signs of Christ in the world. As we enter a new season of the church 

year, we continue to give thanks and show gratitude. Pay attention. Look around. Opportunities to be a blessing to 

others abound!     Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard   Reprinted by permission.   
********************** 

 

 

Readings for Advent 1 

Psalm 80   Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!   You who are enthroned upon the 

cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  Stir up your might, and come to save us!  Restore 

us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.    

  O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?  You have fed them with the bread of 

tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh 

among themselves.  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.   

  You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.  You cleared the ground for it; it took 

deep root and filled the land.  The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; it sent 

out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.   

   Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? The boar from the 

forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it.   Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and 

see; have regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand planted.  They have burned it with fire, they have cut it 

down; may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.  

   But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself.  Then we will 

never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face 

shine, that we may be saved. 

 



Isaiah 64:1-9    O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence— 2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your 

adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not 

expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 

perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.  5 You meet those who 

gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 

we transgressed.  6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We 

all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  7 There is no one who calls on your name, or 

attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered  

us into the hand of our iniquity.  8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all 

the work of your hand. 9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, 

we are all your people.      

 

I Corinthians 1:3-9    3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4 I give thanks to 

my* God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you 

have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you— 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Mark 13:24-37   24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 

its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will 

see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  

32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, 

keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 

and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 

or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.’  
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