
 
Announcements 

- Be sure to check your e-mail, Aurora’s Facebook and web page for any 
weekly updates. AND reminder each day at 6 PM, pause and pray 
knowing your brothers and sisters in faith are doing the same! 
- Opportunity to Check In Tuesday’s, 9 and 7.  Watch for zoom invite or    
contact Pastor Dale for a different time. 

******************** 

Weekly Stewardship Snippet 
“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous? So the last will be first, and first will 
be last.” – Matthew 20:15-16   In this parable Jesus reminds us that it is 
God’s nature to be generous and that God has special concern for the poor 
and marginalized. We often assume that everyone gets what we deserve 
by the strength of our own will and bootstraps. God has other ideas and 
loves all people. 

******************** 
These are the women and men of faith the church remembers this 
coming week:   
September 21  Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist   Matthew (“Levi” in 
the gospels of Mark and Luke) was a tax collector for the Roman 
government in Capernaum. Tax collectors were distrusted because they 
were dishonest and worked as agents for a foreign ruler, the occupying 
Romans. In the gospels, tax collectors are mentioned as sinful and 
despised outcasts, but it was these outcasts to whom Jesus showed his 
love. Matthew’s name means “gift of the Lord.” Since the second 
century, tradition has attributed the first gospel to him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hymns 
 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW #588  
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows, are more felt than up in 
heaven. 
There is no place where earth’s failings, have such kindly judgment 
given. 
 
There is welcome for the sinner, and a promised grace made good;  
There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 
There is grace enough for thousands, of new worlds as great as this;  
There is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. 
 
For the love of God is broader, than the measures of our mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal, is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make this love too narrow, by false limits of our own; 
And we magnify its strictness, with a zeal God will not own. 
 
‘Tis not all we owe to Jesus; it is something more than all;  
Greater good because of evil, larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your word, 
And our lives will be thanksgiving, for the goodness of the Lord.  

Public Domain  Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 
Tune from ELW #631 Love Devine, All Loves Excelling; Rowland H. Prichard, 

1811-1887 
 
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  ELW #886 
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing; my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of his grace! 
 
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,  
to spread through all the earth abroad, the honors of your name. 
 
The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease,  
sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life and health and peace. 
 
He speaks, and list’ning to his voice, new life the dead receive; 
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe. 
 



Look unto him, your Savior own, O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace! 
 
To God all glory, praise, and love; be now and ever giv’n 
By saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n. 

Public Domain   Text: Charles Wesley, 18-7-1788, atl. 
Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; arrangement Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

 
********************** 

Readings 
Psalm 145:1-8   
I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name for ever 
and ever.  
Every day I will bless you, and praise your name for ever and ever.  
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is 
unsearchable.  
One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare 
your mighty acts.  
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I 
will meditate.  
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will 
declare your greatness.  
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall sing 
aloud of your righteousness.  
The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.  
 
Jonah 3:10-4:11:  10 When God saw what they did, how they turned 
from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was 
very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD 

and said, ‘O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that 
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, 
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’  
4And the LORD said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 5Then Jonah went 
out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself 
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of 
the city.  6 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over 
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so 

Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the next 
day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.   
8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 
die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’  9 But God said to 
Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, 
angry enough to die.’ 10Then the LORD said, ‘You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also many animals?’ 
  
Philippians 1:21-30 
   
Matthew20:1-16:  ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing 
idle in the market-place; 4and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.6And 
about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7They said to 
him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into 
the vineyard.” 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, “Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 
last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage.  11And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, “These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of them, “Friend, 
I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage?  14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16So the last 
will be first, and the first will be last.’” 

 
******************** 


